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Beginnings of Christianity in this Area:

Belman is a village located between Padubidri
and Karkal in Dakshina Kannada District of coastal
Karnataka. The village with its green fields, coconut
groves, hills and valleys is known for its natural
scenic beauty. Agriculture is the main occupation of
the people of Belman. However since many years,
Belmanites have been moving out of this place to
migrate to other parts of India especially to
Mumbai and gulf-countries in search of greener
pastures.

Christianity set its foot in this area in the 16"
century and grew to a considerable strength in the
17" & 18" centuries, until they were taken into
captivity by Tippu Sultan. Those who survived this
crisis began to settle here again and established
themselves as Parishioners.

Shirva:

One such Parish where people began to settle
as parishioners after the infamous captivity of
Christians was Shirva. There were two Churches in
Shirva - one belonging to Padroado regime having its
Bishop in Goa. The other church belonged to
Propaganda Congregation of Rome. The former was
called N.S. de Saude and the latter St. Francis
Xavier’s church. Majority of the catholic families
residing in and around Belman belonged to the latter
Church.

Considering the welfare and spiritual needs of
Christians in this area, Episcopal sanction was granted

for the construction of a Chapel in Belman by a
decree dated 29" November 1886 issued by the
then Bishop of Mangalore Rt. Rev. N.M. Pagani,
S.J. The construction work of this chapel began in
1887 and permission to bless the chapel was granted
by the same Bishop by a decree dated 10"
September 1894. The same decree also made way
for carving out a separate Belman parish from
Shirva parish with clear demarcated boundaries.
Rev. Fr. Nicholas Carneiro, the then parish priest of
St. Francis Xavier church Shirva was appointed as
the parish priest of Belman parish by the same
decree. Rev Fr Carneiro ministered the needs of
Belman parishioners from Shirva for a few years.

Seeing the convenience and utility of having a
church close by, some families of N.S. de Saude,
Shirva, and also of N.S. Remedies, Kirem were
transferred to the new parish of Belman. As a result
a good number of families were added to Belman
parish over a period of time through Episcopal
decrees and on 12.12.1900 the territorial boundary
between Kirem & Belman was settled.

The New Parish:

The Christian Community of Belman parish
consisted of people from all walks of life. A prominent
family of the parish during the early days was that of
the Mathias family. The family had homes in Kudpal,
Kopla, Arkal, Indar & Posahithlu. Other important
Catholic families of the time were - the D’Mellos of
Bibinal, Mudarthas of Balegundi, Aranhas of Bola
and Cardozas of Indar. The Mathias family history

Puage Sponsered by: |awrence Crasto, Mukamar
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traces its origin to the period before the infamous
captivity of 1784. The family members were taken
captive by Tippu’s soldiers and after their release in
1789 the family returned to Belman and settled in
and around Nanilthar. In course of time, the Mathias
family became the largest & richest in Belman and
played a key role in the establishment of the Belman
Parish.

The Chapel:

Once the decree was issued all attention was
focused on the construction of the Chapel. After
considering many locations a place belonging to a
Brahmin family of ‘“MADKUMANE’ was selected
for its construction. This place is adjacent to the
place where the present church stands. After obtaining
the required land, the construction work began in
1887. The Mathias family came forward to finance
the construction of the chapel. It took seven years
to complete the work and finally the chapel was
blessed on 10" September 1894 by Rev Fr Nicolas
Carneiro, the parish priest of St Francis Xavier
Church of Shirva. At the same time Fr Carneiro was
also appointed as the Parish Priest of Belman.

First Phase: The Beginning:

(For better understanding the history of the
parish is divided into many phases). The blessing of
the Chapel signaled the beginning of a new era as far
as the Belman parish is concerned. The chapel was
built of mud walls and had a hay thatched roof. The
parish did not have a home for the parish priest or a
bell tower.

The Sunday mass at the parish was fixed at 7
a.m. Any dues to the church and fees of funeral
graves were to be paid to the Chapel treasury. The
Parish priest who administered the Chapel from
Shirva was paid Rs. 2/- as travelling expenses.

1) Fr. Nicholas Carneiro (1894-1903):

Fr Nicholas Carneiro was the first parish priest of
Belman and is also the founder of the parish having
blessed the Belman Chapel. He administered the
parish from Shirva till 1903.

To0 AWy 333'%&3
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Work undertaken:

Fr Carneiro started an elementary school in
Belman parish in 1896 which was later christened as
St Joseph’s Hr Primary School. As Fr Carneiro had
to travel frequently between Shirva and Belman, a
road was constructed between Shirva and Belman.
At present it is known as the Shirva-Belman road.

2) Fr. Rosario P. B. Luis (1903-1906):

Fr Rosario P B Luis succeeded Fr Corneiro in 1903
and he administered the chapel from Shirva Parish
for three years till 1906.

Work undertaken: He held a junta on 15" March
1904 at which, besides Belman parishioners, the
Vicar of Kallianpur, Vicar of Karkala. Vicar of N.S.
de Saude, Shirva, and the Vicar of St. Francis
Xavier of Shirva were present. The junta (“Parish
Assembly”) unanimously decided to build a home for
the parish priest of Belman parish.

Acting on the decision of the Parish Assembly
construction of a home for the Parish Priest of
Belman was undertaken by Fr Luis. Asmall residence
for the parish priest was constructed adjacent to the
Chapel area and Fr Emmanuel Vas was appointed as
the resident parish priest of Belman church.

Second Phase: Independent Steps:

The beginning of this phase was marked by the
Independent status granted to the Parish with its own
chapel. A home for the resident parish priest was
constructed and soon a cemetery beside the chapel
also became a reality. As a result, the resident parish
priest could easily meet the people of the parish,
interact with them, understand their problems and
provide solutions. This had a positive result and
many parishioners began to evince keen interest in
the welfare of the parish and took part in various
religious activities.

3) Fr. Emmanuel Vas (1906-1910):

Fr Emmanuel Vas was the first resident Parish
Priest of Belman. He had to live in a small thatched
house which did not have much facilities.




Work undertaken: He began the construction of
the Parish house but could not complete it during his
tenure. He started a post of office in the parish
house. Credit also goes to him for constructing the
present Belman-Mundkur road.

4) Fr. Peter R. D’Souza (1910-1913):

Fr Peter was a very active priest who worked
enthusiastically to improve the economic condition of
the parishioners.

Work undertaken: It was Fr Peter who completed
the work of the Parish house the construction of
which was started by Fr Emmanuel. He improved
it by adding a kitchen to the parish house. In order
to stabilize the economic condition of the people of
the parish, he founded a reserve fund from the
paddy and rice collected from the parishioners. The
money thus obtained was given on interest or on
mortgage of jewels. This fund continued for a long
time and was stopped during the construction of
the present church.

5) Fr. Antony A. E. Colaco (1913-1914):

Fr. Antony came to Belman (~
from Coondapur as Fr Peter
was here only on a temporary
assignment. Due to ill- health
he could not undertake any
major work and was
transferred within 11 months.

Third Phase: Full Fledged
Parish:

This is the phase in which the Belman Parish
blossomed. The Parish priest was taking interest
in the well-being of the parishioners and the Christian
community flourished in all respects. The economic
condition of Christians improved as many of them
travelled to Mumbai in search of better prospects.

The most important feature of this era was the
construction of the present church. The construction
of this church was necessary because the existing

Chapel could not meet the needs of a growing

(22

Catholic population. Moreover it was unsafe to

hold public gatherings in the chapel as the roof had
become weak and was on the verge of collapse.
The foundation stone for the new and a bigger church

was laid on 24th December 1922. Mr Mothes
Silva of Udyavar, father of the then Sacristan
Mr Rosario Silva laid the foundation stone for the
new church.

The people of Belman contributed about
Rs. 16,000/- for the construction of the new church
and the remaining money was collected by Fr. Denis
Luis from sources outside the parish and the diocese.
Finally the new church was blessed on 2" May 1933
by Rt. Rev Dr.V.R. Fernandes, the then Bishop of
Mangalore. However, at the time of the inauguration
all the work pertaining to the church could not be
completed. Only the sanctum sanctorum and main
altar were plastered. The three porticos of the church
remained incomplete. Once the church was blessed
and occupied, work had to be stopped as the
payment of bills and wages of the workers was due.
During this phase a decree was passed on 23rd
December 1914 and according to this decree the
boundaries between the parishes of Belman, Kirem,
Kinnigoli and the future parish of Bolkunje were
clearly drawn.

6) Fr. Denis Luis (1914-1934) :

Fr Denis Luis was a simple

priest who worked - N
ceaselessly as parish priest '
of Belman for twenty years.
He worked very hard and
was even seen with the
workers in carrying logs at
the time of the construction
of the church. Many
parishioners still recall how
he used to walk miles
together to bring the required material for the
construction. He was completely involved in the
construction of the church, so much so, he fractured
his hand twice during the construction period.
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Work undertaken: He was responsible for the
upgrading the elementary school into Higher
Elementary School and appointed his nephew
Mr. Joseph Vas as the Headmaster. The spacious
school building which houses the present school was
constructed by him. Another elementary school “Little
Flower” at Abbanadka within the confines of the
Belman Parish was started by him. As the existing
cemetery was too small and was in bad shape
Fr Luis constructed a large cemetery complete with
boundary walls. A well was dug within the school
compound to meet the water requirements of the
school. Being a musician and singer himself, he was
responsible for starting the choir for the first time in
Belman. Aviolinist from Goa was invited to Belman
to teach music to the choir group.

Needless to say the construction of the new
church in Belman tops the list of the important
developmental works undertaken by Fr Louis. The
parishioners of Belman still recall his services to the
parish and are always grateful to him for his
contributions.

Fr. Apoline Mathias was acting Vicar of
Belman for a very short time during this term.

7) Fr. P. L. Bothelo (1934-1957):

Rev. Fr P L Bothelo was a
pious, punctual and learned
Priest who took over from
Fr. Louis as parish priest on
27th of May 1934 and
rendered 23 years of fruitful
service in Belman. He was
a great orator and like
Fr. Louis was a good singer
and a musician. Above all he was a Konkani Poet of
great repute. Collection of his poems in the form of
a book “KAVYA JHELLO” has become one of the
best sellers in Konkani. He was a great admirer of
nature and lover of animals.

He undertook many developmental works
for the parish. The Lourdes Grotto with a bench
near it was constructed during his period. He was
responsible for holding a five day retreat in September
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1934 under the guidance of Fr. S.J Menezes and
Fr. FE. D Souza. It was the first time such a retreat
was ever held in Belman.

The schools which were being run by the
Parish Priests were transferred to the Catholic Board
of Education (C.B.E.) on 30" July 1934 for better
education facilities. Armed with an engineering bent
of mind Fr Bothelo fortified the front facade of the
church, built the three porticos in front and on both
sides. Parish house too was repaired and a portico
was added to the existing house.

During Fr. Bothelo’s tenure, the then Bishop,
Rt. Rev. Dr. V. R Fernandes paid a pastoral visit to
the parish from 15" to 17% January 1936 and during
his visit 166 parishioners were given the sacrament
of confirmation. He constructed the bridge between
the parish house and the church sacristy. Steps in
front of the church were built during his tenure. The
boundary wall with two gates was also built by him.
The interior of the church was plastered and colour
windows were installed. The belfry constructed during
his period was donated by Mr. M. Mendonca and
a new bell was installed.

A huge quarry in front of the church was filled
up during Fr Bthelo’s tenure and the plot to the north
of the church was leveled by him with the help of
volunteers who offered their services in shifts. The
well in the coconut plantations was repaired. To
undertake all these developmental work Fr. Bothelo
received donations from parishioners and also from
his friends and benefactors abroad. Though
Fr. Bothello worked hard for the welfare of the
Christian community, there were some parishioners
who were opposed to him. The hostility reached to
such an extent that following his transfer the parish
priest left the parish even without a farewell
ceremony.

It was during this period that the Belman
parish was provided with Assistant parish priests.
Though temporary Asst. priests were assigned at the
time of construction of the new church (as Fr. Louis
had fractured his hand) permanent Asst. parish priests
were assigned only after the occupation of the new
church. Initially these Asst parish priests




worked as Headmasters of the school and looked
after the day-today administration of the school.

Assistant Parish Priests:

1) Fr. Jerome Dsouza (10.08.1942 to 10.04.1943)
Headmaster

2) Fr. Ambrose C. Aranha (23.03.1944 to
08.09.1944)

3) Fr. Raymond D’cunha (09.09.1944 to
05.05.1949) Headmaster

4) Fr. Thomas D’sa (08.05.1949 to 11.05.1954)
Headmaster

5) Fr. Norbert Dsouza (16.05.1954 to 20.04.1957)
Fourth Phase: Further Development:

This is the phase in which the Belman Parish
flourished further. The parishioners excelled in various
fields and earned laurels for themselves and for the
Parish. During this period many Belmanites rose to
hold high positions in various walks of life. Many
Belmanites became Bishops, Priests, Doctors,
Engineers, Nurses, government servants and religious
heads and brought good name for the Parish.
Another development during this phase was the
construction of “ST. Anthony’s Chapel” at Pakal
(Manjerpalke) where monthly Novena and yearly
feast were celebrated.

The most important development of this period
was the bifurcation of the Parish. Kelmbet (Bola)
was separated from Belman Parish and a chapel was
erected following a decree dated 11.04.1964. The
boundaries between the old and new parish were
drawn and settled by the same decree. The then
Asst. Parish Priest of Belman Fr. Gregory D Souza
was appointed as the first Parish Priest of St. John
Bosco’s Parish, Kelmbet. On 21 November 1982,
Mukamar was separated from Belman Parish and a
separate Parish came into existence by a decree
dated 21.11.1982. Fr. Victor Pinto was the first
Parish Priest of Mukamar.

8) Fr. Nicolaus J . Pereira (1957 -1973):

Fr Nicolaus Pereira who had arrived from Miyar
took charge as Belman parish priest on

24.4.1957. This kind-
hearted priest was also well
versed in treating snake bites
and he used to treat people
free of cost. In the sixteen
years of his service as parish
priest he carried out many
improvements. He repaired
the school building and re— \
roofed it. Work on the
porticos on either side of the church was completed.
The flooring work initiated by Fr. Bothello was also
completed by him. The main altar of the church was
redone artistically. Doors and windows were rebuilt
and painted.

To accommodate the increasing number of
students a new block was added to the school in
1959 and the number of teaching staff was also
increased proportionately. He built and blessed the
new chapel at Kelmbet. A new block was added to
the Little Flower School at Abbanadka and it was
upgraded to a Higher Elementary school. In 1967
the whole church and parish priest home was
electrified. The church facade which was on the
verge of collapse was provided with reinforced
ferroconcrete pillars. The chapel at Mukamar was
built and blessed by him. He began a Welfare
Society in 1971 by collecting shares. The same was
registered at Bangalore in December 1971 and it
was proposed to supply pump sets for about 24
deserving cultivators. To improve the economic
condition of the poor agriculturists a Milk Cooperative
Society was started by him. In order to involve youth
in spiritual activities, he started the SODALITY for
boys and girls of the parish.

9) Fr. Aloysius Rodrigues (26.05.1973 to
20.05.1978):

Fr. Rodrigues arrived from Omzoor and took
charge as the new parish priest of Belman on 26"
May 1973. Though he was asthmatic he continued
the good work of his predecessors and undertook
some new initiatives aimed at the well being of the
parishioners. He started the youth club in Belman
with the active support of Asst. parish priest. He
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was responsible for
organizing a refresher
course for teachers who
taught catechism in parish
schools with the support of
Mangala Jyothi. During his
tenure as parish priest
Fr. Felix Tellis belonging to
Belman parish offered his first - J
High Mass on 11" May 1974 in the parish. Similarly,
Vincent Martis of Belman & Baptist Menezes of
Shirva were raised to Priesthood and their ordination
was held in a grand way Belman church for the first
time. He continued the socio-economic programmes
initiated by Fr. Pereira. He was also responsible for
carrying out reform measures in the milk society and
provided irrigation pumps to the needy parishioners.
Food for work programme was started due to the
Initiatives taken up by him.

To meet the needs of the growing number of
students, a new block was added to the existing
school. He started the work on his pet project
namely the construction of the hall in the school
premises. Sadly he could not complete it because of
his untimely demise on 21 May 1978. His funeral
was held in Belman and he was laid to rest in the
Church cemetery.

10) Fr. Lawrence Gomes (01.07.1978-
14.05.1986)

Fr. Gomes arrived from Kadaba and took over as
the Parish Priest of Belman on 1% July 1978.
Fr. Gomes gentle and kind hearted but was a strict
disciplinarian. He expected the same from his
parishioners. For 8 years, he toiled selflessly for the
welfare of the parish. During his term as parish priest
Fr. A Rodrigues Memorial Hall was inaugurated and
the same was blessed by Rt. Rev. Dr. B.S D Souza,
the then Bishop of Mangalore on 30.08.1978. His
initiative resulted in Belman church getting new
benches for the parish. The practice of allocating
one Sunday in a month to one ward of the parish to
take leadership in the liturgical activities was the
brainchild of Fr. Gomes. A funeral Hearse was made
available and fans were provided to the church. A
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new sound system was [
installed in the church. He
also constructed the present
compound wall of the parish
compound. He was
responsible for constructing
a new well and he followed
it by building an overhead
tank and installing a pump - 4
set to supply water to the residence of the parish
priest. To improve the socio-economic condition of
the parishioners, he started the Mother and Child
health programme.

Fr. Lawrence Gomes is the founder of
St. Josephs High School Belman. In spite of his
ill-health, he slogged relentlessly to complete the
work he initiated. In 1981, the foundation for the
construction of “High School” was laid and the work
of the ground floor was started. The ground floor
was inaugurated on 7" December 1984 by the
Bishop of Mangalore. A Souvenir commemorating
the event was released on the occasion. The painting
of the Church, sanctuary, facade and belfry was
undertaken during his period.

11) Fr. John Fernandes (18.05.1986 -
28.06.1994)

18" May 1986 is to be written in golden letters in the
history of Belman as it is on this day Fr. John
Fernandes took over as the Parish Priest of Belman.
Parishioners often remark that Fr. John is “St. Joseph’s
gift” to Belman Parish which was all set to celebrate
100 years of its existence.
During his 8 year tenure as (~
parish priest he worked
tirelessly to provide better
facilities to the parishioners.
The construction of the High
School was completed
during his time as parish
priest. He followed it up by
constructing the first floor ~
and the terrace. The playground in front of the High
School was leveled so that students could use it
for sports and games. A sound system was
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provided for both — the High School & the Elementary
School. A big new well was dug behind the High
School to provide running water facility to both the
elementary and the high school. As the student strength
in these schools had increased, a new section was
added to the Xth standard. During his tenure the
High School got permanent recognition from the state
Government. New furniture was added to Higher
Primary School and facilities of the school stage were
improved by Fr John. Parish Council was revitalized
to enable youngsters take leadership in various
activities of the parish. He encouraged active
participation of the people in the mass by changing
the liturgy to make it more meaningful. He also
ensured that feasts of various saints were celebrated
more meaningfully. Ex: Nativity feast - the feast of
our Lady-as Harvest Feast. He was also instrumental
in starting the practice of holding Saturday evening
mass. The wards of the parish which were named
after places were renamed with those of the saints
during his tenure as parish priest.

He got the parish house renovated and an
independent room was provided for the Asst. parish
priest. All the steps in front of the church were
repaired and cemented. The cemetery was beautified.
All souls day was celebrated meaningfully by taking
a procession to the cemetery as part of the mass.
The structure of St. Anthony’s chapel was improved
by buying the adjacent land from the Govt. In
addition to the Novena, mass was started on first
Tuesday of every month in the chapel.

Fr John Fernandes started the practice of
holding prayer meetings in each ward, which became
regular ward-meetings lateron. During these ward
meetings apart from holding prayers problems faced
by the parishioners were discussed and efforts were
made to solve them in the true Christian spirit. During
his time the Asst parish priest set up a beautiful
garden in front of the church and the presbytery.
Social Centre “MANAVIKA” was started during
Fr John’s tenure as Belman’s parish priest. Under
Fr. John, people of Belman took part in the “total

literacy campaign” and were benefitted. During this
whole phase, along with the Parish Priests all

the Asst. Parish Priests actively took part in all
the parish activities. They are:

6) Fr. Gregory Dsouza (March 1958-1964):
He assisted Fr. Pereira in almost all the work that
was undertaken by the parish priest. Later he was
appointed as parish priest of St. John Bosco Church,
Kelmbet.

7) Fr. J.M. Pereira (15.08.1965-20.01.66)
He came to Belman to take rest as he was ailing. He
expired during this period at Fr Muller hospital,
Kankanady and was laid to rest at Kenha Church.

8) Fr. R. Moras (16.04.1966 to 15.10.68) He
came to Belman when the Sisters of Charity also had
set their foot in Belman. Fr. Moras undertook the
major work of electrifying the church and Parish
house. He was later transferred to Neerude as the
parish priest.

9) Fr. Charles Moras (31.04.69-24.04.71)
was an active Priest and was involved in all work
pertaining to the Parish. He was transferred to the
Cathedral in Mangalore.

10) Fr. Richard Saldanha (22.04.1971-
06.12.1974): He was a very energetic priest who
gave a new direction to the youth club of Belman
parish. He assisted Fr. Pereira in his Socio-economic
programmes and continued it even after Fr. Pereira
was transferred. He ably assisted Fr. Pereira at the
time of the construction of the chapel at Mukamar
and his services are remembered by Belman
parishioners even today. His leadership in
implementing Land Reforms in Belman is highly
appreciated even to this day. Fr. Richard Saldanha
was transferred as parish priest of Padukone.

11) Fr. Andrew Lewis (16.11.1974 -
30.05.1979): He was appointed as Asst. to the
Belman Parish soon after his ordination. He was
given charge of the Socio-economic programme
which he accomplished successfully. He visited Goa
three times to witness the exposition of St Francis
Xavier’s body. Fr. Andrew Lewis was the Asst
parish priest at a time when Fr. Rodrigues’s health
was deteriorating. After the demise of Fr Rodrigues.
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Fr. Lewis acted as the Parish Priest and he
completed the construction work of the “Fr A.
Rodrigues Memorial Hall”. He was transferred to
Pakshikere as Parish Priest.

12) Fr. Rosario Fernandes (22.5.1980 —
27.6.1983): Fr Rosario was a simple and soft
spoken priest who assisted Fr. Gomes in almost all
the socio- economic programmes. He guided the
youth club, improved its functioning. He organized
two plays to raise funds for the construction of the
high school building. He was appointed the Parish
Priest of Parapady after his service in Belman parish.

13) Fr. Walter D’Mello (9.5.1984 -
25.5.1987) Fr.Walter came to Belman from
Belthangady. During his three years’ service, he
endeared himself to one and all - Christians and
people of other religious faith as well. With his close
involvement with children, the youth, the sick and the
aged he was able to win the hearts of the parishioners
of Belman. He visited the families regularly to ensure
their spiritual, social and even economic needs. He
had the gift of reconciling conflicting parties and there
are many instances where he succeeded in using this
gift to resolve long-standing conflicts. He became a
member of Belman Jaycees and was its President for
one year, during which period he initiated many
social and charitable projects. He was transferred as
parish priest of Manipal Church on 25.05.87. But he
still remains a family friend of many in Belman.

14) Fr. Gerald D’Souza (26.05.87 -
23.05.1988): Fr. Gerry stepped into the place of
Fr. Walter and continued the work of the parish,
though he had a short stint of one year in Belman.
He had a special knack of reaching out to the youth
and he infused them with fresh ideas and rejuvenated
the youth group. As Director of St. Joseph’s youth
club Belman he was asked to be in charge of the
Shirva Varado Youth. He gave a new impetus to
liturgical music & singing and trained a regular choir
which is continuing its service even today. He too
was promoted as a Parish Priest of Kadaba and
continues to share a cordial bond with Belmanites.
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15) Fr. Victor George D’Souza (24.05.1988-
11.06.1990): Fr. V.G came to Belman from
Milagres Church, Mangalore. He was considered as
a genius for his talent in music, teaching and preaching.
He was a well-read priest with a repository of vast
knowledge. He was quite reserved and was shy of
visiting people in their homes. However, he was well
aware of the parish activities and knew its people
very well. He improved the quality of choir singing in
Belman and also in all the parishes of the Varado.
His intellectual caliber was recognized by the diocese
and he was sent for higher studies in Canon Law to
Canada.

16) Fr. Peter D’Souza (7.06.1992 -
24.05.1993) Belman Parish was without an Asst
parish priest for two years. During this interval
Deacon Ronald Lobo rendered valuable service for
four months and Deacon Oswald Monteiro worked
for two months and gave necessary help to the
parish priest in discharging his duties.

Fr. Peter D’Souza came to Belman with all his
experience as he had worked as parish priest in
several parishes and he used his vast experience to
work for the betterment of Belman parish and its
people. During his short stint of one year he was
able to carry out work that would have taken many
years to complete. Belman parish had to say goodbye
to him within a year though the parish would have
loved to have him for many more years. He was
given a greater responsibility to teach at Jeppu
Seminary. Fr Peter is known for his organizing skills
and he organized many camps in the parish. Known
for his genuine piety and simplicity he was like good
friend and guide to the young and the old alike.

17) Fr. Sylvester D’Costa (14.06.1993-19.
05.1995) After two years of priestly ministry in
Valencia, Mangalore, he came to Belman as Asst
parish priest. He worked hand in hand with the
parish priest in all the parish work especially in
organizing centenary celebrations and its concluding
programmes. He was the editor of the souvenir
brought out by the parish to mark its centenary
jubilee. After two years of fruitful ministry in




Belman parish, he was transferred to Permannur
parish as Assistant parish priest.

12. Rev. Fr. Thomas D’Souza (28.06.1994 to
31.12.2001)

Fr Thomas D’Souza took charge as the
Parish Priest of Belman on 28.06.1994. He was
assisted by 5 Assistant Priests in the parish. They are:
Fr. Sylvester D’Costa, Fr. Michael Santhumayer,
Fr. Dolphy Monteiro, Fr. Jerome D’Souza and
Fr. Lawrence Mascarenhas. During his tenure as
parish priest he undertook various construction works
for the Church including the construction of the
Centenary Memorial Building
for St. Joseph’s Higher (~
Primary School on 15/08/
1995. He also constructed a
wall around the High School
and the Primary School. He
enlarged the building of St.
Antony shrine at Pakala. The
construction work of St.
Joseph commercial Complex ~
building began on 22/03/1996 and was completed
on 31/12/1996. The complex was inaugurated by
Rev Dr. Aloysius Paul D’Souza, Bishop of Mangalore
diocese.

The commercial complex as well as the parish
hall were inaugurated in the absence of Rev. Fr.
Thomas D’Souza due to his illness in 2001. During
his term foundation stone was laid for the construction
of a mini hall building near the church building for the
purpose of holding meetings and small gatherings.
The construction work was carried out under the
guidance of asst. parish priest Fr Lawrence
Mascarenhas in the absence of Pariah priest
Fr. Thomas Dsouza who was undergoing treatment
in Fr Muller Hospital in Mangalore. His health
deteriorated and he breathed his last on 30.12.2001.
His last rites were performed on 02/01/2002 at
3p.m and he was laid to rest in Belman parish.

Fr. Lawrence was appointed as parish priest in
charge of Belman by the Bishop on 9" May 2002.
He completed the mini hall project which he

blessed and inaugurated on 26.05.2002. After
serving Belman Parish for a short period he was
transferred to Allipade Parish.

13. Rev. Fr. Lawrence Rodrigues
(25.05.2002- 01/06/2009) Fr Lawrence, who
was the Principal of Pompei P U College, Kirem
took over as the parish priest on 25.5.2002. He was
assisted by 4 assistant parish priests namely Rev. Fr.
Pascal Menezes (27/05/
2002-22/05/2003), Rev Fr. (-
Praveen Amrith Martis
(17.05.2003-17.05.2005)
Rev. Fr. Vijay Lobo
(16.05.2005 to 27.05.2007)
and Rev. Fr. Rocky Ravi
Fernandes (10.05.2007-
30.05.2009).

Work Undertaken: He

worked assiduously to improve the parish by
strengthening the existing associations such as S.V.P,
Third order, Alter Boys, Girls sodality, 1.C.Y.M etc.

New Presbytery: Constructing a new presbytery
was a long felt need of the parish which became a
reality during the period of Fr Lawrence. The
foundation stone for the new presbytery was laid on
18.01.2004 by the Bishop Salvador Lobo of Baruipur
Diocese (Kolkata). The new Presbytery was
inaugurated and blessed on 10.01.2006 by Bishop
Aloysius P. D’Souza of Mangalore Diocese.

Adoration chapel and the Church Arches: A
Eucharistic Adoration Chapel was constructed with
the permission of the Bishop on the vacant space
available between the new presbytery and the church
Building. The Adoration chapel and newly constructed
Arch were blessed by the Bishop on 11.02.2007.
The front side arch of the church was sponsored by
Mr. Simon D’souza and the Northern side arch and
the cemetery arch was sponsored by
Mr. Maxim Mathias.

Educational Institutions: There were 3 educational
Institutions under the Belman parish namely the
Manavika (School for the mentally challenged children),
St. Joseph’s Higher Primary School and St. Joseph’s
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High School. In Manavika School for the
mentally challenged children there were 10 children
and two teachers. The remuneration of these teachers
was paid by the well wishers of Fr John Fernandes.
After sometime the residential school “Manasa” for
mentally challenged children at Pamboor became
popular and the children of Manavika preferred to
go to “‘Manasa’ at Pamboor. As a result Manavika
school stopped functioning in 2005.

The silver Jubilee of St. Josephs High School
was celebrated in November 2007. The High school
building was renovated and the school play ground
was extended. A new block was added with facilities
like a kitchen and store room for mid-day meal on
ground floor. In the first floor a computer lab with
12 computers was started and the same was
sponsored by parishioner Mr Maxim Mathis of
Belman. Fr Lawrence Rodrigues completed his tenure
as Parish Priest and then went to take charge of the
small Yermal Parish due to his failing health on
02.06.20009.

14. Rev. Fr. Lawrence D’Souza: (01.06.2009
t0 02.06.2016): Rev. Fr. Lawrence D’Souza took
charge as the parish priest of St. Joseph’s Parish
Belman on 01.06.2009. During his 7 years of vicariate
at Belman Fr. Lawrence D’Souza was assisted by 4
Assistant Priests - namely Rev. Fr. Edwin D’souza,
Rev. Fr. Melwyn Lobo, Rev. Fr. Ronald Pinto and
Rev. Fr. John Baptist Moras. Rev. Fr. Lawrence
D’Souza was also assisted
by Deacons - 1. Dn.
Prashanth D’Souza, 2. [
Rohan D’Souza, 3. Steevan
Gonsalves, 4. Jerald
D’Souza, 5. Ajay D’Silva
(who was also rendering his
service in English Medium
School as a Maths Teacher)
and 6. Arun D’Souza — who
was a full time teacher in the English Medium
School.

Fr. Lawrence D’Souza made every effort to
strengthen parish community and the existing pious
associations such as S.V.P, 3 Order, Catholic
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Sabha, Stree Sangatan, Alter Boys, Girls Sodality,
I.C.Y.M and Y.C.S. He appointed lay people as
extraordinary ministers to administer the Holy
Communion. He formed the Holy Childhood Society
and gave them the opportunity to learn and play the
keyboard and created a children’s choir group. To
make the celebrations more meaningful he provided
a band set and trained children to play and formed
a parish choir band.

Every year annual retreats were conducted in
the Lent Season and senior citizens day was
celebrated during the feast of St. Joachim and
St. Anna with meaningful liturgy followed by a small
get together and lunch. He organized regular ward-
wise S.S.C meetings and encouraged celebrations
of ward patron’s day. He also arranged mass and
communion to the sick and aged every month. In
May 2010 Fr. Lawrence D’Souza inaugurated the
new church office and appointed a full time clerk for
the convenience of the parishioners. He installed a
15 K.V Generator in the church and the parish
house and inverter facility to the parish house. He
was instrumental in constructing four toilets and
wash basins near the Mini hall in 2011 for the
convenience of the parishioners.

The long cherished dream of having an
English medium school for the parish became a
reality under his able leadership in 2012 with the
inauguration of St Joseph English Medium School.
Rev. Fr. Lawrence D’Souza who was the
Correspondent of the school took immense interest
in starting the English medium school for the benefit
of parishioners and also to the general public of the
surrounding area. He succeeded in getting permission
of the Government of Karnataka for the school
from L.K.G to Class X.

In 2012 the foundation stone was laid for the
construction of the new building of St. Antony
Shrine at Pakala Manjarpalke by Rev. Dr. Aloysius
Paul D’Souza, the Bishop of Mangalore. Interlocks
were laid in the front portion of the church, the
presbytery and also in the cemetery premises. Ramps
were built on all sides of church corridor steps for
the convenience of senior citizens of the parish.




In 2014 Fr Lawrence succeeded in purchasing
69 cents of land for the construction of St. Antony
Chapel from a neighboring parishioner. He renovated
the Parish hall and improved facilities in the church
hall by providing 1000 chairs so that parishioners
could use it for all types of functions. A bore well
was dug behind the mini hall to provide drinking
water to the school children. Church portico was
renovated with the help of parishioners and partly
with funds received from the Government of
Karnataka.

Rev. Fr Lawrence D’Souza is a great lover of
nature and he undertook many steps to beautify the
surrounding area of the church. He also accorded
highest importance to cleanliness. He is a lover of
flowers and set up a beautiful garden in front of the
church. He took upon himself the responsibility of
watering the garden to keep it green.

Rev. Fr. Lawrence D’Souza is the architect of
the English Medium School building of Belman parish.
He laid foundation stone for the one storey school
building in November 2014 and provided well
furnished class rooms and other infrastructural facilities
such as good library, laboratory and audio visual
teaching aids and games material. The new school
building was inaugurated and blessed by most Rev.
Dr. Gerald Isaac Lobo, Bishop of Udupi Diocese
on 01.06.2016. The road leading to the church
inside the church compound was tarred during his
tenure in 2016.

During his term the Golden Jubilee of S.V.P
was celebrated in a grand scale in 2015 and the
Golden Jubilee of S.F.O (Third order) was celebrated
in 2016 in a befitting manner. Fr. Lawrence had a
fruitful ministry for 7 years in Belman and was loved
and revered by the Belman parishioners.

15. Rev. Fr. Sunil Joseph Veigas: (02.06.2016
- 03.06.2017)

Fr. Sunil Veigas was transferred from Tallur
Parish to Belman Parish in 2016. He was assisted
by Fr. Joswin Praveen D’Souza in discharging the

duties of the parish. Continuing in the footsteps of
his predecessor Fr. Sunil \Veigas took many
initiatives to strengthen the Parish

Community. He is a good singer and he was
responsible for improving the church choir. The
sound system of the church
was updated during his (~
period. He got an inverter
installed in the church to
ensure the continuance of
the sound system for
Eucharistic celebrations
during power cuts.

During his short spell \/
of one year in Belman
parish he provided proper guidance in carrying out
liturgical services in the church. He was also
responsible for starting the adoration practice in
St. Antony Chapel, Manjarapalke on 1% Tuesday of
every month. He renovated the room and office of
parish priest and that of the Asst. parish priest and
succeeded in giving it a new look. After one year
of his service in Belman he was transferred to
Alangar Parish on 3" June 2017.

16. Rev. Fr. Edwin D’Souza (31.05.2017 to
)

Fr. Edwin took charge of the Belman Parish
on 03.06.2017. He is assisted by asst parish priest
Fr. Melwyl Roy Lobo and now Fr. Prakash Menezes
(OP).

Fr. Edwin is very dynamic personality and is
a disciplinarian. He has taken measure to strengthen
the 18 commissions in the parish and keeps them
active and vibrant. He has put in place proper plans
to celebrate the post centenary silver jubilee
celebrations of the church and for its smooth conduct
has assigned various responsibilities to the different
committees set up for the purpose .

He took steps to renovate the church and
beautified it by installing LED TV, C.C.TV, Fans,
sound system and sound boxes, comfortable benches
with kneelers. He also beautified the Church altar
and got all the statues painted. He renovated the
church cemetery. He got a chapel built inside the
cemetery, leveled the uneven surrounding and
beautified it with a garden. He also renovated the
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church belfry with new -
bells after strengthening it.
The church office was
refurbished by providing
cupboards and other
necessary infrastructure. He
has also taken steps to

encourage water harvesting
inside church premises. New \_ J
rubber mold interlocks were

laid around the church to beautify the church premises.

He has introduced a new software for the
survey of the parish community and with this software
he is able to get all details of each and every family
of the parish. A bore well was dug at Pakala shrine
for providing water supply to the shrine. He took
initiative to get the Holy Relic of St. Antony from
Padua as a result of which the shrine has grown in
popularity. He started a Kindergarten school in a
separate and attractive building in the school premises
with all the conveniences for the toddlers.

Assistant Parish Priests

17. Fr. Sylvester D’Costa (14.06.1993 to
19.06.1995): He came as Asst. parish priest to
Belman from Valencia church and served here for
a period of two years. He was transferred to
Permannur parish as asst. parish priest.

18. Fr. Micheal Santhumayor (21.05.1995 to
May 1997): Fr. Michael Santhumayor also was
the asst parish priest of Belman and was transferred
to Milagres parish, Mangalore.

19. Fr. Dolphy Monteiro: He was posted as
Asst. parish priest of Belman and later was
transferred to Narampady as Parish Priest.

20. Fr. Jerome D’Souza: As asst parish priest
Fr Jerome was working as a teacher in St. Joseph
high school and after two years of teaching he was
transferred to Pompei Junior College, Kirem.
However, he continued to extend his valuable services
to Belman parish by travelling from Kirem to Belman
daily and returning in the evening. After giving his
service to Belman parish for three years he was
transferred to Kinnigoli parish on 07.05.2002.
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21. Fr. Lawrence Mascarenhas: Fr. Lawrence
Mascarenhas took charge as assistant Parish priest
when Fr Thomas was the parish priest. Since
Fr Thomas was sick and had to be hospitalized
Fr Lawrence took the responsibility of overseeing the
construction of the parish mini hall, for which
Fr Thomas had laid the foundation stone. In the
absence of the parish priest Fr Lawrence carried out
the responsibilities of the parish with aplomb.
Following the death of Fr Thomas he was appointed
as parish priest by the Bishop on 19" May 2001 in
a simple ceremony. The mini parish hall, the work of
which he had supervised was inaugurated by him on
25.5.2002. Fr Lawrence Mascarenhas was transferred
to Allipade as parish priest and Fr Lawrence
Rodrigues took over as the parish priest of Belman
on 27.5.2002.

22. Rev. Fr. Pascal Menezes (27.05.2002-
22.05.2003): As a newly ordained priest Fr Pascal
served Belman Parish as Asst. parish priest for one
year and was transferred to Parapady Parish as asst.
parish priest.

23. Rev. Fr. Praveen Amrith Martis:
(17.05.2003 to 17.05.2005): Fr Praveen was
also a newly ordained priest who served Belman
parish for 2 years as asst. parish priest and was
transferred to Bidar in May 2005.

24. Rev. Fr. Vijay Lobo: (16.05.2005 to 27.05.
2007): Fr Vijay, a newly ordained priest also served
Belman parish for two years before his transfer to
Manipal parish where he continued his B.Ed as a
resident.

25. Rev. Fr. Rocky Ravi Fernandes
(10.05.2007 to 30.05.2009): He was a newly
ordained priest who after serving Belman Parish as
Asst. parish priest for 2 years was transferred to
Bendur church as asst. parish priest.

26. Rev. Fr. Edwin D’Souza (2009 to 2010):
He had served Belman parish with Fr. Lawrence
D’Souza for one year as a resident. He was
transferred to Shirva in 2010 where he served as a
Dean in MSW department of St. Mary’s College,

Shirva.
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27. Rev. Fr. Melwyn Lobo (2010 to 2011):
Fr. Melwyn Lobo was the assistant parish priest of
Belman for a year and was transferred to Kokkada
parish as asst parish priest.

28. Rev. Fr. Ronald Pinto (2011 to 2012):
Fr. Ronald Pinto had served Belman parish with
Fr. Lawrence D’Souza as Asst. parish priest for one
year and was transferred to Madanthyar Parish as
asst. parish priest.

29. Rev. Fr. John Baptist Moras (2014 to
2016): Fr. John was assisted Belman parish as
Asst. parish priest for two years and was transferred
to Modankaup Parish in 2016.

30. Rev. Fr. Joswin Praveen D’Souza
(2016 to 2017): He was a newly ordained priest
who served Belman Parish for one year and was
transferred to Barkur Parish as asst. parish priest.
31. Rev. Fr. Melwyl Roy Lobo (2017 to
2018): Fr Melwyl was a newly ordained priest
who had served Belman parish with Fr Ediwn D
Souza as Asst parish priest. After one year of service
he was transferred to Kundapur Parish as asst.
parish priest.

32. Rev. Fr. Prakash Menezes OP (2018 to
2019): Rev. Fr. Prakash Menezes OP is the Asst
parish priest of Belman along with parish priest
Fr Edwin D’Souza from June 2018.
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The Law,

Lawyer & Jesus Christ

One hundred and fifty years is a long time in

the evolution of a church and it is on such a

momentous occasion that we would do well to

remember how lawyers contribute to social justice.

The words “advocate” and “lawyer” evoke negative

sentiments from the layperson because of the common

misconception that lawyers twist facts to win acquittals

for their clients who commit fraud, cheating, murder

and the like. This misconception is reinforced because

Our Lord Jesus’ teaching on this aspect are worth
examining. He said: “Woe unto you lawyers. You
have taken away the key of knowledge. You entered
not in yourselves. And them that were entering in, ye
hindered.” We must remember that the lawyers whom
Our Lord Jesus Christ was referring to were the
teachers of the law and not lawyers in the modern
context because the profession of law as we know it
today emerged only in the middle ages. Before that,
it was the medicine men and the priests who professed
to know what meagre knowledge was there at the
time. As secular science had not yet been discovered,
the priests who knew the scriptures, treated the
people for diseases which was believed to be a curse
from God.

Hence, leprosy was believed to be God’s
curse so that the Old Testament declares that those
who contracted it had to live separately as outcasts
until they presented themselves before the priest who
would conduct a test to determine if these lepers
were free of the disease. It must be remembered that
the Bible does not say anything about lawyers as we
know them today. Rome was in charge of ancient
Israel during Jesus’ time, so when the Bible mentions
“teachers of the law” (Luke 5:17) or what we today
understand as “lawyers” (Luke 14:3, ESV), it is
referring to priests who professed to be experts in the

ancient Mosaic law. The courts as we see them today
[
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did not exist 2,000 years ago so that it was the
Emperor or his representatives like Pontius Pilate
who pronounced judgments on those accused of
various crimes. It was entirely left to his discretion
whether to free them or not. Lawyers as we know
them today made their appearance only after the
Middle Ages. The Bible mentions human accusers
—those who bring a charge against another in front
of a court or magistrate—but they were witnesses,
not lawyers for the prosecution (Luke 12:58; Matthew
5:25).

In a loose sense, the Bible indirectly alludes to
the job of a prosecuting attorney by the name of
Tertullus, an orator who professed a certain expertise
in the ancient Roman law and whom the Jews paid
to present their case against Paul before Governor
Felix (Acts of the Apostles 24:1). However, in a
spiritual sense, we do have a spiritual advocate in
Jesus Christ, the righteous (1 John 2:1). He defends
us before God the Father who is the ultimate judge.
There is a prosecuting attorney, too: the Accuser,
Satan (Revelation 12:10). Satan knows the ancient
Mosaic law better than any modern lawyer or judge
knows the laws of his own country. He knows that
man has broken the law millions of times, and he can
therefore accuse us. But our advocate Jesus Christ
has paid the price for our sins so we are freed from
being punished for our sins the moment we accept
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Jesus as our Saviour. (Matthew 5:17; Romans 3:24;
and Isaiah 53:5).

The legal system today reflects this biblical
model because the prosecutor frames a charge against
an alleged criminal, and tries to prove him guilty
beyond reasonable doubt. After that, the defence
lawyer creates a doubt in the mind of the judge as to
whether the evidence points to the guilt of the person
charged with the crime. For Christians, the extenuating
circumstance is Jesus’ crucifixion, which remitted our
punishment and restored eternal life with God.
(Romans 8:1-5).

Will the tactics used by the prosecutor or the
defence advocate misrepresent the truth so the guilty
goes free or an innocent person is punished? This is
why Catholics should join the legal profession which
is deemed to be one for intellectuals. This is because
if Catholic lawyers are acting ethically and using the
law to benefit those who are victimised, there is no
reason why his knowledge and expertise should not
be exploited. Prosecutors are taught that they need
not win at all cost but only place all the facts before
the judge and leave him to decide whether to convict
or acquit the person charged with a heinous crime.
This is why Catholic lawyers must have a commitment
to honesty and a conviction against “winning at all
costs” (Proverbs 11:1-3; James 3:16; Philippians
2:3). When in doubt about the validity of a courtroom
tactic, it is safest to ask the Holy Spirit for guidance
and then trust Him to furnish us the answer. (James
1:5). Another ethical challenge some Catholic lawyers
face is whether they should defend a client who he or
she knows is guilty. Here there is a Latin maxim
called audi alteram partem or judge nobody unheard.
If the person accused of a crime is too poor to afford
lawyers, a Catholic lawyer may accept a brief if it
does not involve manufacturing evidence to mislead a
court. Ignoring justice is something that God “detests”
(Proverbs 17:15). A curse is associated with calling
the guilty innocent (Proverbs 24:24), and blessings
are promised to those who convict the guilty (Proverbs
24:25).

Acquitting a guilty man is wrong because this
emboldens other criminals to commit crime. Second,

there is a chance that the man himself will be
tempted to repeat his crime, because there

was no punishment the first time. Third, on
principle, it is wrong to acquit a guilty man, because
we must all come to the recognition of our guilt
before God if we are to be saved (James 2:10;
Romans 3:19-20, 28; 8:1-2). Defending a client
knowing of his guilt is no different, morally, from
aiding and abetting the crime itself. Finally, this author
who holds a Ph.D. in law was severely assaulted and
beaten up by a sarpanch of the village panchayat of
Salvador do Mundo in Bardez at Goa. The goondas
were hired by a minister Rohan Khaunte who is
involved in land grabbing as he himself is a builder. A
false FIR was registered against the first author and
were it not for the firm belief in Jesus Christ of the
second author who is an activist and has contested
several elections in Mumbai, the first author would
have been left all alone battling a powerful coterie of
criminals consisting of a top Goa minister and his
sarpanch. But it is because of activists like the second
author Advocte Cynthia Vaz, Advocate Raphael and
others who rallied to garner support for this author.
There are priests like Fr Avy Franklin from Wodehouse
Cathedral in Mumbai who is the only child of his
parents. While at Potam in Kerala, the priest who
was conducting a charismatic renewal declared before
hundreds of people that a woman was being cured of
cancer. Fr Franklin realized that it was his own
mother who was cured of cancer. Despite being the
only child, Avy joined the priesthood and finished his
LL.B. from Mumbai University to help poor undertrials
during his prison visits. Sr Sagaymary is also another
example of a nun who has taken religious vows but
uses her LL.B. degree to help the poor and needy.
So, if you think God has chosen you to fight for
justice, do think of studying law. It will benefit millions
if you practice law keeping the Bible in mind.

Dr Olav Albuquerque holds the M.Sc, LL.M, and
Ph.D degree in law from the University of Mumbai.
He was a rank holder at the LL.M degree and a
former assistant editor of The Times of India in
Mumbai. Advocate Cynthia Vaz is a distinguished
lawyer and secretary of the Catholic Lawyers
Guild in Mumbai. She was in the private sector
and has contested several elections at the state
and local level.
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